8th Grade Vocabulary 
List 28

Schism


(division)

The debate created a schism in the Democratic Party.

Bootless

(useless)

His bootless effort to win acceptance as pathetic.

Rubicund

(red)


Her rubicund cheeks matched her rosy outlook.

Apotheosis

(raising to god status)
The media created the champ’s apotheosis.

Precursor

(forerunner)

The rumblings were the precursor of what was to come.

Transpose

(switch)

Dyslexics sometimes transpose letters in a word.

Invective

(bitter denunciation)
She endured her opponent’s scathing invective.

Prestidigitation
(sleight of hand)
Presto!
The magician’s prestidigitation was fun.

Cosmology

(study of universe)
The origin of atoms is a cosmological question.

Effusion

(outpouring)

His effusion of joyful greetings made us wince.

Anthology

(literary collection)
The anthology contain s the flowers of modern poetry.

Posthumous

(after death)

It was bitter sweet to present a posthumous award.

Euphony

(beautiful sound)
He loved the euphony of the wind in the trees.

Refractory

(stubborn)

The refractory child broke and rebroke the rules.

Platitude

(flat trite remark)
We need fresh ideas, not hollow platitudes.
Acrophobia

(fear of heights)
He began to feel acrophobia in elevators.

Agoraphobia

(fear of openness)
Some visitors feel agoraphobia in Red Square.

Veracity

(truthfulness)

Slowly, we began to question her veracity.

Verisimilitude

(similarity to truth)
Notice the fable’s eerie verisimilitude.

Idiosyncrasy

(peculiarity)

We even loved his many idiosyncrasies.

Alumni

(graduates)
            The college alumni wrote to the missing alumnus.

Casus belli

(cause for war)

The government chose to regard the act as casus belli.

Interregnum

(time between rulers)

The nation enjoyed a peaceful interregnum.

Infraction

(breaking)


It was an unintentional infraction of the rules.

Condign

(worthy)


He will receive a condign punishment for his offense.
