8th Grade Vocabulary List
List 25
Introspective

(inward looking)


The quiet boy is an introspective loner.

Intervene

(come between)


We should not intervene in their dispute.

Syndrome

(complex of symptoms)

Down’s syndrome has some well-known symptoms.

Subordinate

(lower)



He resented his subordinate rank in the military.

Dissonant

(inharmonious)


A dissonant clamor arose in the streets.

Belligerent

(warring)


The belligerent nations refused to negotiate.

Credible


(believable)


It takes money to become a credible candidate.

Impending

(overhanging)


“The shadow of impending doom” is a trite phrase.

Polyphonic

(multi-melodic)


Bach’s polyphonic concertos are beautiful.
Exculpate

(free from blame)


He wished to be completely exculpated.

Euphemism

(pleasant name)


“Rest room” is a euphemism.

Benefactor

(helper)



Who was the anonymous benefactor to little Pip?

Megalomania

(delusions of greatness)

A Napoleon complex is a form of megalomania.

Magnate


(powerful person)


The oil magnates in Saudi Arabia control billions.

Vivacious

(lively)



Her vivacious personality cheered us all.

Heliotropic

(sun-following)


The heliotropic vines clogged the window.

Amour-propre

(self-love)


There is no lack of amour-propre in her!

Octagenarian

(an eighty-year-old)

The spry octagenarian won the race.

Cognoscenti

(those who know)

This wine is preferred by the cognoscenti.

Surfeit


(excess)



He consumed a painful surfeit of food and drink.
Primate


(monkeys, apes, and humans)
Were the higher primates made first?
Pellucid


(crystal clear)


Pellucid waters and pellucid prose are equally beautiful.
Circumvent

(get around)


It is unwise to circumvent the rules in prison.

Hemiplegia

(paralysis on one side)

We helped the victim of hemiplegia.

Narcolepsy

(attacks of sleep)


She suffered uncontrollable attacks of narcolepsy.


