8th Grade Vocabulary 
List 24
Advocate

(speak for)


It is time to advocate a new policy.

Ponderous

(weighty)


He was crushed by the ponderous burden of the decision.

Retribution 

(revenge)


Expect a brutal retribution for what you have done.

Android


(robot)



The android’s metallic eye glistened redly.

Infidel


(unbeliever)


The crusade against the infidels was unsuccessful.

Resurgence

(rising again)


The resurgence of patriotism began slowly.

Punctilious 

(precise in conduct)

She liked his punctilious formal conduct.

Condescend

(lower oneself)


His condescending attitude was infuriating.

Collateral

(side by side)


The collateral issues could not be discussed separately.

Irrevocable 

(beyond recall)


The past is irrevocable and answers no call.

Elucidate

(explain)


Please elucidate the matter for our less enlightened guest.

Epigram


(witty comment)


Benjamin Franklin’s epigrams amuse us still.

Eccentricity

(oddness)


The genius’s eccentric personality began to moderate.

Cognizant 

(aware)



It is wise to be cognizant of the laws regulating investments.

Stringent

(binding)


The stringent regulations seemed excessively severe.
Anthropoid

(manlike)


The anthropoid apes have recognizable facial expressions.
Diffident 

(shy)



Her diffident glance caught his eye.

Pandemonium

(demonic clamor)


Sheer pandemonium erupted on the playground.

Urbane


(sophisticated)


The diplomat’s urbane manners set the tone.

Tractable 

(docile)



The tractable little boy was a pleasure to learn from.

Supersede

(replace)



This directive supersedes all previous directives.

Temporize

(delay)



Begin without temporizing, if you please.

Somnambulist

(sleepwalker)


Lady Macbeth’s famous somnambulism is unforgettable.

Sanguinary 

(bloody)



We still mourn the sanguinary battles of the Civil War.

Inanimate

(lifeless)



The inanimate stones tell no tales.

