8th Grade Vocabulary 
List 22
Mollify


(make soft)


It can be difficult to mollify someone’s anger.

Ichthyologist

(fish scientist)


Up splashed a water-logged ichthyologist.
Polyglot


(multi-linguist)


She is a brilliant polyglot who speaks seven languages. 
Diaphanous

(semitransparent)


Look through the diaphanous draperies.

Somniferous

(bringing sleep)


The somniferous speech put him to sleep.
Sinecure


(an easy lucrative job)

He has a comfortable sinecure in his uncle’s firm.
Soliloquy

(speech to oneself)

Hamlet’s famous soliloquy is the question.
Adherent

(supporter)


The adherents of a militaristic foreign policy want war. 
Abjure


(renounce)


To abjure one’s former beliefs is stressful.
Caustic


(burning)


The caustic comments about her clothes hurt her.
Confluence

(a flowing together)

The idea was formed by a confluence of other ideas.
Depose


(topple from power)

He was deposed without violence.
Egomania

(self-obsession)


The offensive egomaniac praised himself.
Egregious

(blatant)



It was egregious act of vandalism.
Analgesic

(painkiller)


Take an extra-strength analgesic for the headache.
Chiromancy

(palm reading)


Try to divine the future through chiromancy.
Oligarchy

(government by a few)

The corrupt Greek oligarchy kept control.
Intractable

(stubborn)


The bigot’s intractable opinions were unchangeable.
Intransigent

(not compromising)

The intransigent true believers wouldn’t budge.
Perfidious

(treacherous)


His perfidious cowardice made him infamous.
Perspicuous

(brilliantly clear)


Her perspicuous essay won her the scholarship.
Ingenuous

(innocent and naïve)

The ingenuous-but not ingenious-girl believed it.
Circumlocution

(talking in circles)

He used a circumlocution to avoid answering the question.
Gregarious

(sociable)


He has a friendly, gregarious personality.
Discursive

(rambling)


It was an illogical, discursive speech.
