Seventh Grade Reading Syllabus 2010-2011
                                   Mrs. Mary Gleason 

     Ms. Chris Campbell
                              gleason.mary@mail.fcboe.org        campbell.chris@mail.fcboe.org
Goals

The goal of our reading class is to provide a balanced literacy period where students improve in fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary. A variety of resources will be utilized to meet these goals, including a Greek and Latin word stem program, Six-Way Paragraphs, Reading Counts, high interest stories in the Critical Reading Series,  novels, short stories, and nonfiction reading.
Materials Needed

One 3-ring binder or a section in a larger binder with three (3) tabbed dividers for reading class
Several blue or black ink pens 
Pencils and notebook paper; pencil pouch recommended
Several highlighters
Red, green, or purple pen for checking/editing work

10 plastic sheet protectors for reference section  (Can be purchased in class: 10 for $1.00)
25 Book Standard and Reading Counts!
Current research indicates that students who read 1,000,000 words per year are more successful than students who do not. The State of Georgia has adopted new reading standards and a “standard for reading-across-the curriculum is included in grades 6-12. This standard is intended to meet the requirement that every student read 25 books or one million words per year.” (Taken from the Georgia Department of Education website for new performance standards. www.georgiastandards.org)

Bennett’s Mill will be using a reading practice program called Reading Counts! This program allows students to select a variety of reading materials from our media center or any library. After reading a book, students may earn credit by passing a Reading Counts quiz on the book. With Reading Counts, students are allowed three different testing opportunities to receive credit for a book. If a student fails a quiz on a book, he or she may review the book, reread the book, or discuss the book with someone before taking a different quiz on the book. There are over 44,000 Reading Counts quizzes available to Bennett’s Mill students.  

Each nine weeks students will read a class novel with the teacher  which will also count toward their reading goal.  In addition, the reading teacher will give students curriculum credit for reading  in other academic classes.  Progress towards the 25 book goal will count as 10% of the total reading grade. Students and parents will have access to Bennett’s Mill’s Reading Counts quiz list by going to the BMMS web page: www.bennettsmillms.org and under Media Center clicking on Reading Counts!  The school code is “bmmsbroncos”.  The Scholastic Reading Inventory or SRI test will be administered to all students at the beginning of the year. This test determines the appropriate reading range for each student. 
Reading book goal due dates for 2010-2011:

1st term

6 books

Due by Friday, October 8

2nd term

7 books

Due by Monday, December 13

3rd term

7 books

Due by Monday, March 14th
4th term

5 books

Due by Friday, May 6th








Continues on next page 
Evaluation

Grades will be determined by homework, class work, quizzes, tests, and writing activities.  All tests will be scheduled in advance whereas quizzes may not be announced in advance. Turning in late assignments or failure to complete daily work will result in loss of points. Unless a student has been absent, late daily homework assignments will follow the “Lunch and Learn” options*.  Longer term assignments will receive a 5-point deduction for each day late.  Parents can check a student’s progress by looking at all returned papers in the reading section of the 3-ring binder, by reviewing your child’s agenda for notes/updates, and by checking the online grade book on a regular basis.
The following grading scale will be used in all reading classes: 


Tests and Activities
40%


Quizzes                 ​ 
25%


Class work

20%
               25 Book Goal

10%
               Homework 

  5%
*“Lunch and Learn” is a program to help students complete and turn in all class work and homework.

    ~ 1st Option – turn in assignments completed and on time

    ~ 2nd Option – “Lunch and Learn” sticker placed in agenda as a reminder that work is past due  

        Student may finish at home and turn in completed assignment(s) to appropriate teacher by homeroom 

        the next day for 70% credit

    ~ 3rd Option – Student must attend assigned “Lunch and Learn” to complete the work for 50% credit.

       Skipping assigned “Lunch and Learn” results in losing the option for receiving credit for work.

Absences

Students are responsible for obtaining missed class work and homework assignments.  When absent, students should check the online homework hotline (www.4g-homework.com) on the school’s website or check with a classmate for assignments.  Appointments to make up tests/quizzes should be arranged with me in advance, and each student must make up work in a timely manner.  A student who is present the day an assignment is made or a quiz/test announced but absent the day the assignment is due or the quiz/test is given, will be expected to turn in the assignment or take the quiz/test on the first day of his/her return to school unless extenuating circumstances make this impossible.
