Reading Syllabus 2010-2011
 Patricia Schade-6th grade 
schade.patricia@fcboe.org
Parents and Students: 

Welcome to sixth grade reading! Here are some important things that you need to know:
Goals

The goal of the reading class is to provide a balanced literacy period where students improve in fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary. A variety of resources will be utilized to meet these goals, including a Greek and Latin word stem program, Be A Better Reader Skills Based Series, and materials such as plays, novels, and short stories.

Materials Needed
One 3 ring binder for core subjects.
Several blue or black ink and red pens (no fluorescent colors)

Pencils and notebook paper

Several highlighters

One Composition Book (for morning warm-ups)

Independent reading book in class daily.

Colored pencils

25 Book Standard, and Reading Counts
Current research indicates that students who read 1,000,000 word per year are more successful that students who do not. The state of Georgia has adopted new reading standards and a “standard for reading across the curriculum is included in grades 
6 – 12.This standard is intended to meet the requirement that every student read 25 books or 1,000,000 words per year.” (Taken from the Georgia Department of Education website for the new performance standards www.georgiastandards.org)
Bennett’s Mill will be using a reading program, Reading Counts, which allows students to select a variety of reading materials. After reading a book, students take a Reading Counts quiz on the book. Students making a score of 70 % or better on the quiz will receive credit for the book. Students are allowed 3 attempts to pass the quiz.
 Important: Students should read at least 20 minutes five times a week for a total of at least 100 minutes. To assist students in reaching this goal, students will be allowed some reading from their other subject area classes towards their goal. (curriculum credit). During school there will be some time for independent reading, however, students should not depend on this class time to accomplish the 25 book goal. Progress from the 25 book goal will count as 10% of the total reading grade. Students and parents will have access to Bennett’s Mill Reading Counts test list by going to the BMMS web page: www.bennettsmillms.org and clicking on Reading Counts.

 The Scholastic Reading Inventory, or SRI test, will be administered to all students at the beginning of the year. This test determines the appropriate reading range for each student.
Homework
Homework is given to help students practice reading standards. Please check the homework hotline or agenda to see what homework is due.  When homework is from an online site, such as Quia, students who do not have internet access at home need to make arrangements with the teacher to do the assignment before or after school. (This will be done in the classroom) Prior arrangements with the teacher must be made and is the responsibility of the student . (If the student stays after school then the parent is responsible for getting the student home when work is completed.)
IMPORTANT!  Please note: Each student will have a reading log, to be filled out, documenting their individual reading minutes.   Students are responsible for keeping this log in their reading section of their binder.
Reading Goals:          1st Term     6 books     Due by Friday, October 8

                                    2nd Term    7 books     Due by Monday, December 13

                                    3rd Term     7 books     Due by Monday, March 14th

                                    4th Term     5 books     Due by Friday, May 6th
Grades will be determined by homework, quizzes, tests, class work, and reading goals. All tests will be scheduled in advance whereas quizzes may not be announced in advance. Turning in late assignments or failure to complete daily work will result in loss of points. Parents can check their student’s progress by checking Infinite Campus and your child’s agenda for notes from the teacher.

The following grading scale will be used in all reading classes:

Tests and Projects              40 %

Quizzes                              25%

Class work                         20%

Homework                           5%

25 book goal                      10%

Absences

Students are responsible for obtaining missed class work and homework assignments from their teacher. When absent, students should check the absentee folder in the classroom for makeup work.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Students and parents please sign below and return to school by August 26th.

I have read and understand the attached reading syllabus.

Students Signature___________________________________

Parent signature________________________________ Date______________
